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Four years ago, November found us
with fingernails chewed to nubs. The
Cubs were on their way to a dramatic
World Series win. Meanwhile, we were
awaiting the election to see if our next
president would be the first woman
president or the first reality-TV-showhost president. Further, weather patterns
were really starting to get wild, and if
folks weren’t talking about the Cubs or
the election, they were talking about
the weather.
Fast forward to 2020. Shall I go into
all that has intensified? No, we are all
living through it right now. All I’ll say
is that with only two months left to go
in the year, we are all left wondering,
“What other crazy events can get
crammed in before 2021 appears?”
It can be said that 2016 had folks in
our country curious and frightened.
We were afraid of the other candidate,
despite how we voted. We were curious what would unfold if the other
candidate would win. We were hoping
that if our candidate won, they’d live
up to enough of their promises to really
make the changes our country and
world needed. We were, once again,
hanging our hats on the historically
empty promises of politicians. We, once
again, fell into the mentality that we can
‘let someone else do it’ for us, and they
would do it near-perfectly, and that we
could live sublimely, contentedly, and
just go through the motions of life without any cares or worries.
We blindly elect and re-elect people
without regard to their true motivations
for seeking their seat of power. Though
we have been blessed to live in this
constitutional democratic republic, we
all too easily toss our hands in the air
and say, “Well, there’s nothing I can do
about it. I guess we’ll just have to wait
this out until things get better and new
politicians who truly care about the
people emerge.” We have become a
people with a defeatist attitude about
our politicians, giving up on the founding principals of our nation. And why
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wouldn’t we? It surely seems like an
impossible task to change the hearts
of our politicians to be centered on
love and caring for all people and the
environment. Even when we believe
we have found a politician who appears
to be that ‘good person’, someone on the
other side condemns that person for
being self-centered and destructive for
the nation. However, this is nothing new.
The Old Testament is full of stories
of what can go wrong when one people
give the power of the masses over to a
select few. The end result is always
based off the personality of the people
in power. There are the good rulers
who have a heart for God, in which all
their choices are made in obedience to
God. They see themselves as servants
of God and leading people to live for
God. In these situations, the nation is
always blessed and they thrive for the
duration of the God-centered rulers.
Those are the good times. But then
there are the rulers who are focused on
their own self and the material wealth
and power they can attain for themselves.
Life under these leaders never goes well.
Those are always the bad times.
Still, there were those who condemned the ‘good’ rulers and those
who followed and supported the ‘bad’
rulers. And for us, who are reading
these histories thousands of years later,
we are reading a history written by
those who have passed on a story with
a bias. Enough time had passed for the
authors to say, “Yeah, those were
actually really bad or really good
leaders and here is the effect their
actions produced.” But in the moment,
it is not always so easy to tell. Historians
are able to see the full story of the
actions of the rulers and to see the cause
and effect of their actions. Yet we are
watching the actions in our moment in
time unfold in real time. Depending
on one’s opinion on the best way to
govern, run the economy, care for the
environment and care for all life that
dwells on earth (including humans),

we have our own opinion on if our
appointed leaders are ‘good’ or ‘bad’,
as well as how we rate the effects of
their actions.
Do we want to wait until historians
have had time to figure out what went
right and what went wrong? Or do we
want to take charge of the world
around us? I’m not talking about a
revolution of force, which always ends
with violence. I’m talking about the old
idea of a revolution of love. This idea
is rather simple: we need to be in
charge of our own actions, and our
actions must always be actions of love.
When those actions are appointing
leaders and rulers, we need to find the
people who are focused on building up
a caring world, not those who seek to
destroy and create a hateful and
fighting world. Even when we can’t tell
exactly what the candidates might truly
stand for, they will let their true colors
be shown soon enough on the playing
field. We then have the power to either
get them out before their term is up or to
vote them out the next time an election
rolls around. We do have that power.
And in the meantime, we need to
personally be leaders in this world,
and a shining example to all around us
on how to live a life of kindness,
compassion, caring, giving…all that
we were taught in Christ.
We also need to remember that the
rulers in Jesus’ time feared him, for
they feared the destruction that his
loving principals would bring to their
way of ruling their nation (meaning,
the people would overthrow them and
they would lose their places of power).
So, they killed him to silence him and
to stop the movement that was following him. Did this work out well for the
leaders and the nation? No. About 30
years after they killed Jesus, the leaders
were taking the nation down such a bad
path that they fully irritated the Roman
Empire to the extent that Rome
destroyed the Temple and permanently
Continued on page 4
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Church News
CHURCH EVENTS

Time Change
Daylight Savings
time ends on
Sunday, November 1 at 2:00 a.m.
Don’t forget to set your clocks
back one hour on Saturday
(Halloween) night.

Remembrance Service
At the November 1 Facebook Live
worship service we will commemorate the saints who have walked
on before us. Join us and invite
others who are grieving loved
ones to view the service online.

Livestream Worship
Join us each Sunday for our
continued livestream worship
services from our Facebook group
page: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/firstpresmorrison. The
services will also be posted as soon
as possible after the service to our

November Scripture
Readings
NOV 1: Matthew 5:1-12
Rev. 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
NOV 8: Matthew 25:1-13
Josh. 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thess. 4:13-18
NOV 15: Matthew 25:14-30
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thess. 5:1-11
NOV 22: Matthew 25:31-46
Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Eph. 1:15-23
NOV 29: Matthew 13:24-37
Isa. 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Cor. 1:3-9

YouTube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcZIobAb6lcNXGA0cbuuVdg.
Session has decided to continue
livestream worship services, rather
than hold in-person services
through November 22. The group
will discuss the possibility of
resuming in-person services
beginning with the first Sunday in
Advent, November 29. Currently,
however, our region’s State
COVID-19 mitigations allow for no
more than 10 people at a gathering,
including at religious services.
Session is adamant, as well, that we
should not be worshiping in person
until there is a drastic downturn in
COVID-19 cases in our area or there
is a vaccine available.

Sunday Service
Balcony Guests We now
host members as “balcony guests”
on most Sundays. Pastor Mike
selects—based on the order in
which requests are received and
guest schedules—one or two
individuals or one family per
Sunday to watch us record our
livestreamed worship service.
Masks will be required for the
guests. Mike is taking reservations
for November (and beyond if
we’re still not in-person). Call or
email him for more information.

Chromebook Service
We have a small number of
Chromebooks (small laptop
computers) that we load with the
worship service video each
Sunday. We then deliver them to
those without computer devices/
internet service/smart phone. If
you would like to be added to our
list of Chromebook users, please
contact Mike or a Deacon.

Bible Study continues at
9:30 a.m. each Tuesday via Zoom
videoconference. All are welcome

to attend. If you would like to join,
please contact Pastor Mike.

MMC Meeting The
Morrison Ministers’ Council will
meet next on November 4 at 11:00
a.m. at a location TBD.

Sunday School Class
Sunday School continues online
via Zoom two Sundays per month.
The dates planned thus far are
Nov. 8, 22; and Dec. 6, 20. The
classes will be last about 20
minutes each starting at 11:15 a.m.

Sunday School
Meeting The Sunday School
Committee will meet next on
November 9 at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom.

Presbytery Meeting
The Assembly of the Presbytery
of Blackhawk will convene on
Tuesday, November 10, at 9:30 a.m.
via Zoom. Scott Vandermyde will
be our attending Commissioner.
During the meeting, Scott will be
installed onto the newly established Finance and Properties
Committee. Greg Kruse will be
installed as an Area 2 rep for
Commission on Ministry (COM).
Pastor Mike will be installed as the
Moderator of the Personnel Committee, while continuing to serve
on the Mission Committee and the
Matthew 25 Committee.
All are invited to be part of the
Zoom meeting. If you are interested, please contact Mike and he will
send you the information you need
to join the meeting. The Assembly
Meeting will entail a worship service
during which our new Assembly
Moderator, Pastor Anita StewartSteva will be handed the gavel and
all installations will take place; a
sharing opportunity in breakout
rooms to talk about congregational
vitality (one of the three foci for
Continued on page 3
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Prayer Requests
Matthew 25); and the business of
the presbytery and the corporation.
Sorry, no food this year. :-(

Finance Team will meet
November 12 via Zoom at 11:00
a.m. A link to the meeting will be
sent to members.

PW Meetings The PW
Coordinating Team will meet via
phone or Zoom. Lynn Knox will be
in touch with the committee with
details.

Newsletter Please get

16 at 10:00 a.m. by phone conference. Details will be sent to Deacons.

information to be included in the
December Life Together newsletter
to the office voicemail or e-mail
(firstpresmorrison@gmail.com) by
November 23.

Session will meet November 16

Office Closed

Deacons will meet November

via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. A link to the
meeting will be sent to members.

Thanksgiving Day, November 26.

Poinsettias

Nominating
Committee
meets this time of the year to help
determine appointees to the Session
and Deacons. Please pray for them
as we look to fill the Class of ’23.

Please use the
form below to place your order for
poinsettias this Christmas season.
Let’s fill the sanctuary with
beautiful flowers from K&R
Greenhouse! Please return the
form by November 19. We will
begin to adorn the sanctuary the
first Sunday in Advent, November

Those who have served the church in
the past month; student Youdelka
Philippe, her family and the Mission
Starfish Haiti School; Yucatan Peninsula
Mission; Victory Center; Sauk Valley
Food Bank; Morrison Food Pantry;
Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center and
Blackhawk Presbytery; and those in
need of healing and support: Individuals and families fighting COVID-19
infection, Resthave Home residents
and staff, medical workers, essential
employees, school teachers & staff;
Bob Atherton, Dan Brandon, Rich
Glazier, Orville Goodenough, Glenda
Hegwood, Spencer Knox, Joyce
Mathew, Ruth Mitick, Stan Mitick,
Nancy Rector, Ken Selburg, Cookee
Shawver, Jean Slavin, Jean Temple,
Julie Stinson, Dick Vandermyde, the
family and friends of Natalie Williams.

29. We will make arrangements with
everyone who orders a plant(s) for
delivery after Christmas.
Continued on page 7

Poinsettias to the Glory of God!

Order beautiful poinsettias, provided by
K & R Greenhouse, for use in the sanctuary this
Christmas season. Single plants with 5-8 blooms are
$12.80 each. Double plants with 12-15 blooms are
$18.80 each. Please order poinsettias no later than

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19. Payment may be made by check
mailed to FPC, 100 E. Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270.
Please note “poinsettia” on your check, made payable to
First Presbyterian Church. Or by cash (call to make
arrangements) or through PayPal.

Total number of SINGLE plants ________ at $12.80 each

Total number of DOUBLE plants ________ at $18.80 each

Indicate the NUMBER of single plants of each color you would like:

Indicate the NUMBER of double plants of each color you would like:

Red _______

Burgundy _______

Marble _______ Pink _______
(salmon & white)

White_______

Red Glitter _______
(red & white)

Red _______

Burgundy _______

White_______

Marble _______ Pink _______

Red Glitter _______

(salmon & white)

(red & white)

Who would you like to commemorate with the poinsettia(s)?

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_____________

In memory of___________________________________________

Please indicate the NUMBER of poinsettia(s) you will take
delivery of and/or leave after the Christmas Eve Service:

In honor of_____________________________________________
In celebration of________________________________________
Given by_______________________________________________

I will take _______ (#) poinsettia(s)
Please use ________ (#) poinsettia(s) in the church ministry
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LOCAL AND OTHER
RESOURCES
Golden Meals: Call 815 626-4442

(Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.)
Hot meals delivered Monday-Thursday.
(With frozen/sack meals for weekends.)

United Way: Will deliver groceries

and restaurant orders. Call 815 441-7456.

Morrison Food Pantry:

Open Thursday mornings, 7:30-9:30
a.m., for curbside pick-up of food and
dry goods.

Sauk Valley Food Bank:

Offers drive-up “pantry day giveaways”
on some Saturdays where food is provided to residents of the Sauk Valley area.
Call 815-626-4556 for details.

Sullivan’s Foods: Tuesday and
Thursdays 7-8:00 a.m. shopping is
reserved for senior citizens and at-risk
individuals. The Morrison location has
also begun online grocery ordering
for curbside pick-up or delivery.
Call 772-4696 or see https://
www.sullivansfoods.net/

Dollar General: Shopping

reserved for seniors during the first hour
of business each day, 8-9:00 a.m.

Local Restaurants:

Some are offering pick-up, curb-side
pick-up and delivery. Call for details.

City News: Keep up on local news
at our city’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/thecityofmorrison

Morrison Hospital: The hospi-

tal’s Facebook page provides information
on new check-in procedures and other
updates: https://www.facebook.com/
Morrison Community Hospital

Whiteside County Senior
Center: The Center is not open for

walk-ins or events but some services are
being provided by phone. Call 815-6229230 and see their Facebook page.

PC(USA): The PC(USA) COVID-19

dedicated webpage adds new information
and resources regularly in many areas:
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/.

Minister’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

displaced the people (which lasted until
the land was ‘returned’ to the Jewish
people after World War II, nearly two
thousand years later).
And then, how did Rome fare with
their own leadership? Not well. The
most powerful empire ever destroyed
itself from the inside. It was greed and
self-interest that destroyed them. They
became their own worst enemy. The
ancient Jewish lessons rang true for
their own self as well as for those who
destroyed them.
In summary, it is essential that we,
as individuals, and collectively as a
whole, take personal responsibility in
our actions, so that we focus on
producing actions of love.
For the remainder of this newsletter
article, I want to share the words that I
shared in the November newsletter
article from 2016 (I only tweaked a
little at the beginning to make it fit for
this year…). It still holds true. We still
have our work cut out for us…
This world is a troubling place in
many ways. We should all be scared by
the next presidential election. We should
all be scared by the changing environment. And we should never become content with the way things are if the world
around us contains injustice, imbalance,
war, hate, poverty, homelessness…(and
on and on the troubles go). It is so easy
to sit back and complain. We love
saying, “How can anyone vote for him
(again)? He will (continue to/start to)
ruin this country and world…” But what
do we do about it? We love saying,
“These weather patterns are crazy.” But
what do we do about it? Where is our
ownership? Where is the individual
responsibility in everything we do?
The Rev. Dr. Bob Gillogly, the head
pastor of my home church when I was in
high school through my years as a youth
director there), was fond of saying that
humans need P.R.I.D.E. No, not the type
of pride that is one of the seven deadly
sins that leads to destruction. But rather,
we all must have Personal Responsibility
In Doing Everything.
God created us in God’s image. God
is love. We are created in the image of
love. As the image of love, God gave us
the command, when humans were
formed, to care for everything in this
world. Whenever the humans proved
that we were forgetting how to care for
everything, God sent us prophets to
teach us and remind us…to loose the

bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke; to share your
bread with the hungry, and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them, and
not to hide yourself from your own kin
(ref Isaiah 58:6-7).
Ultimately, God came in human form
to teach us and save us. In God’s time on
earth as Jesus, the Word of God incarnate
gave us the command to love one another
(ref John 13:34, 15:12) and to feed the
hungry, to give something to drink to the
thirsty, to welcome the stranger, clothe
the naked, care for the sick, and to visit
the imprisoned (ref Matthew 25:35-36).
To do these acts of love, as well as other
necessary acts of love, we must take
PRIDE in our action. We cannot wait for
‘leaders’ of our nation and world to take
care of it for us. We cannot wait for the
‘scholars’ and ‘businesses’ to figure out a
plan. We must all take responsibility for
actions, both individually and collectively. If we continue to wait, the world will
only get worse. If we take action and
seek to care for all the areas of need that
we are able to address, and live in a
responsible way that provides peace and
balance among all creation, including the
environment, then we can make a change
for the positive.
We have the ability to heal this earth.
We have the ability to heal relationships
among family, friends, churches, neighborhoods, governments and nations. We
have the ability to die to the old and live
into the new. But what will the ‘new’
be? In order for our world to heal, the
‘new’ must be the embodiment of God’s
love. For God’s love brings forgiveness,
healing, peace and new life.
In our life together, we can certainly
seek joy together. Yet when we seek joy,
let the joy be that which awakens us
from our ignorance, arrogance, contentedness and apathy. Let our joy be the
energizing spark that fills us with the
Spirit, motivating and directing us to join
together in making a positive difference
in this world.
As we sit around the Thanksgiving
table in a few weeks and begin to celebrate Advent just a few days later, let us
not only give thanks for what has been.
Let us also give thanks for what can be
when we allow ourselves to let God
work through us, filling all our actions
with love, and striving to heal our world
so that it may become heaven on earth.
Grace and Peace,
Mike
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The Sauk Valley Foodbank would
like to thank you for your generous
donation of $500. We greatly appreciate your help. Your gift is amazing
and will help many families who
need to receive the assistance.
More than 1.4 million meals were processed through the
foodbank in 2019. This food was distributed to the low income, the elderly, children, the homeless and so many more.
Over 100,000 people needing food assistance have been
helped by our area pantries and organizations. Your
donations have helped ease the strain in order to meet
the need of the more unfortunate in our community.
Thank you,
Andrea Hensgen, Executive Director
Sauk Valley Foodbank
Thank you for your donation of $1500 designated for the
church’s 2020 donation. Your continued support is making
it possible to improve educational, health, and spiritual
needs for the Maya people of the Yucatan Peninsula.
When you donate to Yucatan Peninsula Mission (YPM),
you can be assured that 100% of the money you donate
will be transferred to our affiliated entities located in
Leona Vicario, Mexico.
So much is being accomplished with your help. Construction work and medical clinics continue to serve the local
communities as well as Instituto YPM, a university level
education institution. Currently we are in the process of
installing a clean drinking water facility.

Sunday School
Update
We have started our Zoom online classes for
Sunday School. They begin at 11:15 a.m. and last
about 20-25 minutes. We have prayer, songs,
missions, games and lessons planned for each
session.
Our upcoming classes will be November 8,
November 22, December 6 and December 20.
Please have your child(ren) join us to continue
their Christian education.
We will keep parents updated on any changes.
If you need the Zoom link, please contact Kellie
Kohl at kohl68@yahoo.com or 815-772-4174.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, staff and
the Maya people, we thank you for your generosity. With
your gift, you are making a difference in the lives of many.
Jim Wittmer, President of the Board of Directors, YPM USA

Capital Campaign Update
Thank you to all who have donated
toward refurbishing the church bell
tower, including Kristina Cortes &
Miguel Velasco, Greg Kruse, Karl
Kruse, Ken & Shirley Mills,
Marian Osborn, Ken & Margie
Selburg and Scott Vandermyde.
Jean Cain Temple and her family has
generously made a commitment to
cover the remainder of the cost to
complete the job. The donation is in
memory of her late first husband
William John Cain and her late son
Philip John Cain.

We welcome your donations to fully
cover the cost of efforts to maintain
our beautiful, historic building.
About $1500 is still needed for the
steel door (thank you Jan Kelly for
your generous donation earlier this
summer) that was installed at a back
entrance.
About $1200 is needed to replace the
industrial sink disposer in the kitchen
(daycare will cover half the cost).
Checks can be sent to the church
with the project you’re contributing
toward in the notation line or

donations may be made from PayPal.
Click on “Giving” from the FPC
website (www.firstpresmorrison.org)
to give by PayPal. Thank you!

Old churches...always need fixin’!

All Saints Day
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

23rd Sunday after Pentecost

24th Sunday after Pentecost

Christ the King Sunday

1st Sunday of Advent

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

29

11:15AM Zoom Sunday School

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

22

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

15

11:15AM Zoom Sunday School

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

8

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

1

Sunday

30

23

Newsletter
deadline

6:30PM Session Meeting

10AM Deacons Meeting
by phone

16

7PM Zoom Sunday
School Committee Mtg.

9

2

Monday

Election Day

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

24

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

17

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom
9:30AM Presbytery Mtg.

10

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

3

Tuesday

25

18

11

Veterans Day

11AM Morrison Ministers’
Council Meeting

4

Wednesday

November

Thanksgiving Day

Deadline to order
Poinsettias

Office Closed

26

19

11AM Finance Team
Meeting, Zoom

12

5

Thursday

Office Closed

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

21

14

7

Saturday
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Continued from page 3)

Christ the King Service
Join us at the Christ the King Facebook
Live worship service on November 22 to
mark the end of the Christian calendar.

Advent The
first Sunday of
Advent is
November 29,
beginning the
season leading up to Christmas.
See the Presbyterian Mission agency for Advent resources: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/worship/christianyear/
advent/

UPCOMING EVENTS
2020 Congregational
Zoom Meeting will be held
December 13 via Zoom, after the worship service. Action will be taken on
the 2021 budget and to elect Elders
and Deacons for the class of 2023.
There will be a dial-in-by-phone
option as well. More information will
be e-mailed and mailed to those not
using email closer to the date.

for more information. If you have
any questions regarding giving or
supporting the church, please
contact a Finance Team member:
Lynn Knox, Angela Reamer, Scott
Vandermyde or Pastor Mike. Jean
Eggemeyer can answer any questions you may have about your
giving history and can provide a
giving statement at any time. Call
772-3510 and leave a message or
e-mail firstpresmorrison@gmail.com

Every Friday, bank employees
participate in a charity jeans day.
Employees have the opportunity to
wear jeans to work by making a
monetary donation. The funds
collected are then distributed to local
charities throughout the year. The
Morrison location elected to donate
the 2020 third quarter funds, $600, to
FPC to support the Free Community
Drive-Up Meals. Thank you staff of
Farmers National Bank!

Per Capita payments from

Produce Thanks! Thank

members are down this year. If you
have not already, please pay your
per capita before the end of the
year. It is $38.47 per person for
2020. We have collected $488 as of
the end of September, which is just
under 12% of the amount due to the
Presbytery. Per Capita supports the
administration and missions of the
larger Presbyterian Church. It is how
Presbyterians mutually and equitably
share the costs of moving the church
forward in the 21st century.

the mail for the 2021 Stewardship
Campaign information and forms.
We invite every member to respond
with a commitment of time, talents
and/or treasures for the coming year.
These pledges of support are so
valuable to the life and vitality of our
church, particularly in these times.
The Finance Team welcomes you to
continue to support your church in
2020 as well. Donations may be sent
to the church (100 E. Lincolnway,
Morrison IL 61270) or you may also
make a one-time or recurring donation by PayPal. See https://
www.firstpres morrison.org/giving

Properties Progress
Thank you to Rich Glazier for
repairing the daycare entrance door
recently, saving it from having to be
replaced. Thank you also to Pastor
Mike and Jim Palmer who worked
on the disposal in the kitchen sink.
A new one is on order. Donations to
cover capital improvements are
always appreciated. See page 5 for
the current needs.

Church Building
Closed A reminder that the

CHURCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS
2021 Stewardship
Campaign Keep an eye out in

you to everyone who donated their
excess produce to the Free Community Produce Table this summer and
fall. As in past years, it was a very
appreciated ministry of our church.

Free Meal Thanks!
Thank you to everyone who donated
their time and talents so that we
could offer four Free Community
Drive-up Meals this fall. Our thanks
also to the Sauk Valley Food Bank,
Morrison Community Hospital,
Windsor Manor, and Sullivan’s
Foods for the donation of food and
supplies for these meals. Our first
meal in October was a sell out. We
ran out of 155 meals in 33 minutes!
Our last meal of October is being
served the evening this newsletter is
being sent out.
Also a big thank you to the staff of
Farmers National Bank, Morrison.

church building is closed to all but
employees and others deemed by Session to have a pressing need to enter
the building. Under no circumstances,
except emergency, are the daycare
entrances to be used. Masks are
required in the kitchen and daycare.

Office Hours Vary There
are no set office hours at this time due
to Jean Eggemeyer and Pastor Mike
accommodating online/hybrid/varying
school hours for their children and
other responsibilities. Jean is generally
in for a few hours between 8:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. each Tuesday and
Thursday. Please e-mail firstpres
morrison@gmail.com if you have a
need, or call 772-3510 and leave a
voicemail if you don’t reach her and
she will return your call. Thank you
for your understanding.
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Session Elders/
Board of Trustees/
Personnel Committee/
Safety Team/
Stewardship Team
Lynn Knox ’20
Tim Reynolds ’20
Alyssa Sibley ’20*
Rick Barr ’21*
Jim Palmer ’21
Angela Reamer ’21
Lexie Laughlin ’22
Scott Vandermyde ’22
Jan Kelly, Clerk
*Elders and Deacons in their
second consecutive term

Leadership and Staff
Deacons
Doris Robertson ’20
Junee Cortes ’21*
Jan Kelly ’21
Greg Kruse ’21
Marian Osborn ’21*
Mavis Best ’22
Jane James ’22*

Nominating Committee
Rick Barr
Junee Cortes
Lynn Knox
Greg Kruse
Lexie Laughlin
Marian Osborn
PW Coordinating Team
Lynn Knox, Moderator
Jane James, Secretary
Angela Reamer,
Treasurer

For November…

Resthave Home
Board of Directors
Stephany Trossbach,
FPC Representative
Resthave Home
Women’s Auxiliary
Board
Deb Zigler

Staff
Rev. Dr. Mike Selburg, Pastor
Jean Eggemeyer, Office Mngr.
Scott Vandermyde, Organist
Greg Kruse, Jenn Reynolds,
Susan Wiersema,
Custodial/Maintenance
Crew

Finance Team
Lynn Knox, Angela Reamer,
Scott Vandermyde, Jean
Eggemeyer (ex officio)

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME is Nov. 1,

at 2:00 a.m.
Remember to
turn your clocks back one hour on
Saturday night.

Thanksgiving Prayer

Birthdays

Courtesy of Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission Agency

11/2: Sharon Horack
11/10: Stan Mitick
11/13: Katie Selburg
11/20: Junee Cortes
11/21: Kevin Kuehl
11/21: Elijah Palmer
11/21: Mike Selburg
11/23: Kristina Cortes
11/25: Hailey Zigler
11/27: Rich Glazier
11/27: Joe Sage
(No Anniversaries in November)

First Presbyterian Church of Morrison IL
100 E. Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270
Phone: 815-772-3510
firstpresmorrison@gmail.com
www.firstpresmorrison.org
www.facebook.com/groups/firstpresmorrison

Youtube Channel: First Presbyterian Church of Morrison, Illinois

Contact Pastor Mike at revselburg@gmail.com
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O God, our Provider, you
open your hand and lavish
good gifts upon us. So we
give you thanks. You create
the beauty of the earth and
stock it with abundance to
sustain human life. You give
us friends who share the journey of our lives;
family who make us laugh with joy and dry our tears
of sorrow; strangers who minister to our needs with
generous kindness. You knit us into your larger
family called church to encourage us in your Way.
You have blessed us with the freedoms of a great
nation. “Thank you” seems Insufficient for all your
blessings, yet we say it with all we are as an offering
of gratitude for our many blessings that we name
before you. {Enumerate all you’re thankful for; count
your blessings}. Though we may have seen our
fortunes fall this year, we praise you for hiding our
treasure in Jesus Christ our Lord, whom not even
death can destroy. Though we miss those whose
places sit empty at this year’s table, we give you
thanks for lending them to us for what time we had.
For all your providence with the feast of life that
you set before us, we give ourselves to you with all
we are in thanks and praise. Amen.

