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Hope, Peace, Joy, Love. These are
the themes for the first four Sundays in
Advent. This is how we enter into the
new year in the Christian calendar. The
first Sunday of Advent Marks ‘New
Year’s Day’ for Christianity. Hope is
the focus for us as we begin once
again.
Christianity has a repeated theme:
God loves us. God seeks to have a
relationship with us. God is in our
presence, whether we recognize it or
not. God wants us to love. God wants
us to forgive and to be forgiven. God
does not want us to be stuck in our
past—without love and without God
present in our lives. God wants us to
open up to God’s presence in our life.
God wants us to be healed from our
past. God wants us to move forward
into a new life of love with God present
within it. God allows for cycles in our
lives. We will transgress. God will
forgive us. God will create the ability
for others to forgive us. Others will
transgress in their lives, and at times
that will involve hurting us. God gives
us the ability to forgive. God gives us
the ability to continue to move forward,
with God present in our life. God loves
us, always.
When we do not believe God is
with us, we are likely not experiencing
God with us. Life tosses so much
darkness upon us, it is easy to find
ourselves lost and that God appears
non-existent. It is easy to rationalize
that God is not real—nothing more
than a made-up story to tell children,
which we carry on into adulthood. And
when God is absent in our lives, there
is no direction for our moral compass.
Greed—the center of all our evils—
then has the ability to become our
‘north star’. Our appetite for the
material world grows until it become
insatiable. We begin to fill an endless
hole with possessions that lack spiritual
substance and value. Without realizing
it, we become slaves of the darkness.
The darkness is ruled by the Trickster,
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and in such, this is all done in a way in
which we do not notice it is happening.
But then, one day, hopefully, something taps on our shoulder. Something
grabs our attention. Something redirects
our mind. A glimmer of light appears.
A spark of real love ignites. We are in
some way reminded of what is truly
important. This epiphany guides us to
the spiritual. If we allow this pinprick
of light to keep our attention, the light
grows brighter. Our life begins to be
revealed to us in a way in which we
can see and understand what’s going
right and what’s going wrong in our
life. We can see what we are compiling
within our life, and what our life has
become. We can take an honest look at
ourselves and evaluate it. This evaluation process forces us to examine the
calibration of our moral compass and
the value of what we are striving after.
If we continue to let the light grow,
and we become more dilated to our
own life, then we realize that where
there is substance in our life, it is
where we have love. Love comes in our
relationships—with our own self, with
other people (both strangers and those
familiar), with nature, and with God.
We will also realize that where there is
emptiness, we lack love. We will see
our possessions as means to happiness,
but not happiness themselves. We will
see that our loving relationships are
where the real value us, and where we
feel whole and satisfied.

And, if we journey even further, to
want to make our priorities of life to
follow a moral compass directed by
love, we will understand that this can
only be done through our spiritual
connectedness to something greater
than our own self—to that very force
that created us. If we embrace that we
ourselves are not the god of our lives,
but rather, that there is a God who
created us and is the source of that
guiding light and all the love we experience, then we open ourselves up to
the chance that there really is the breath
of God dwelling within us. We allow
there to be the possibility that we do
have a soul that has come from and will
return to God. We allow ourselves to
move beyond only the mental and
physical, and to embrace the spiritual.
We then open up to the possibility that
the spiritual side of ourselves is what
really matters most, because that is our
eternal side. We can recognize that this
life on earth is brief, that we are living
in a fragile vessel that can be taken
from us at any moment. We can
embrace that the mental and physical
are fully fed by the spiritual. We can
take the chance of letting the spiritual
be in control, and the mind and body
being subservient to something that is
far greater and everlasting. We can let
go of the life we have been tricked into
living. We can begin anew, with love
as our center. We can seek to become
one with God. “So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in
them. (1 John 4:16).”
What does it take to begin again?
What does it take to embrace God’s
presence in our lives? What does it
require to let go of the old and live
into the new? Hope. We need hope.
We need to hope that this whole idea is
actually correct. We need to hope that
there really is a God. We need to hope
that there really is a light that outshines
Continued on page 4
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CHURCH EVENTS

Livestream Worship

Join us each Sunday for our
continued livestream worship
services from our Facebook group
page: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/firstpresmorrison. The
services will also be posted as soon
as possible after the service to our
YouTube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcZIobAb6lcNXGA0cbuuVdg.
With the increase in the number of
COVID cases in the area, Session
has decided to continue livestream
worship services at this time. They
will continue to monitor the situation and determine when to return
to in-person services.

Chromebook Services

We have a small number of
Chromebooks (small laptop
computers) that we load with the
worship service video each
Sunday. We then deliver them to
those without computer devices/
internet service/smart phone. If
you would like to be added to our
list of Chromebook users, please
contact Mike or a Deacon.

Bible Study

Bible study continues at 9:30 a.m.
each Tuesday via Zoom videoconference. All are welcome to attend.
If you would like to join, please
contact Pastor Mike.

Advent Resources
December Scripture
Readings
DEC 6:

Mark 1:1-8
Isa. 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a

DEC 13 John 1:6-8, 19-28
Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thess. 5:16-24
DEC 20: Luke 1:26-38
2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89
Rom. 16:25-27
DEC 24: Luke 2:1-14
Isa. 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
DEC 25: John 1:1-14
Isa. 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Heb. 1:1-4
DEC 27: Luke 2:22-40
Isa. 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Gal. 4:4-7

As you prepare for the Advent
season, see the Presbyterian Mission agency for resources: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/worship/christianyear/
advent/

If you’re interested in helping,
contact Mike. Please note, the
Session will decide, the week
before each meal, if we should
cancel the meals due to the state of
health in our region. We will do
our best to get the word out if
meals will be canceled.

2020 Congregational Mtg.

The congregation of the First
Presbyterian Church, Morrison IL,
is called to a meeting on Sunday,
December 13, 2020, at 11:15 a.m.
by Zoom videoconference. Action
will be taken on the 2021 budget
and to elect Session Elders and
Deacons. There will be a dial-in-by
-phone option as well. More information will be e-mailed, and
mailed to those not using email,
closer to the date.

Deacons Meeting

Deacons will meet December 14 at
10:00 a.m. by phone conference.
Details will be sent to Deacons.

MMC Meeting

Session Meeting

Sunday School Meeting

Christmas Eve Service

The Morrison Ministers’ Council
is scheduled to meet next on December 2 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom.

The Sunday School Committee
will meet next on December 7 at
7:00 p.m. by Zoom.

Finance Team

The Finance Team will meet
December 10 via Zoom at 11:00
a.m. A link to the meeting will be
sent to members.

Drive-Up Meal

We are scheduled to host a Free
Community Drive-Up Meal on
December 10, from 5-6:00 p.m.
or until the meals run out. Chili,
bread and a dessert will be provided.

Session will meet December 14 via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m. A link to the
meeting will be sent to members.

A Christmas Eve service will be
livestreamed on December 24
at 5:00 p.m. from the First
Presbyterian group Facebook
page. Please join us!

PW Meeting

The PW Coordinating Team will
meet via phone or Zoom. Lynn
Knox will be in touch with the
committee with details.

Newsletter

Please get information to be
included in the January Life
Together newsletter to the office
Continued on page 3
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Prayer Requests
voicemail or e-mail (firstpres
morrison@gmail.com) by
December 21.

Office Closed

The office will be closed
December 23-28 for the Christmas
holiday, and December 31 for New
Year’s Eve. Jean will be working
on Tuesday, December 29.

Poinsettias

Have you ordered a poinsettia for the
sanctuary yet? It’s not too late. You
can order one up to the week before
Christmas (but the earlier the better).
You may contact the church office or
use the order form in this newsletter.
Please let Mike or Jean know if you
would like the poinsettia delivered to
you (and when...the week after
Christmas or after January 3) or if
you would like it donated somewhere
(if a specific individual, please
specify the person and their address).

Those who have served the church in the past month; student Youdelka
Philippe, her family and the Mission Starfish Haiti School; Yucatan Peninsula
Mission; Victory Center; Sauk Valley Food Bank; Morrison Food Pantry;
Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center and Blackhawk Presbytery; and those in need
of healing and support: Individuals and families fighting COVID-19 infection,
Resthave Home residents and staff, medical workers, essential employees,
school teachers & staff; Bob Atherton, Dan Brandon, Rich Glazier, Orville
Goodenough, Glenda Hegwood, the family of Spencer Knox, Joyce Mathew,
Ruth Mitick, Stan Mitick, Nancy Rector, Ken Selburg, Cookee Shawver,
Jean Slavin, Jean Temple, Julie Stinson, Dick Vandermyde.

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting will most
likely be held online via Zoom
videoconference on January 17.
Details will be communicated as
they are worked out.

CHURCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church Triumphant

Spencer Knox completed this
portion of his life on November 13
at Resthave Home. A Celebration
of Life and Witness to the
Resurrection service was held

on November 16 and was livestreamed. The committal of his
ashes took place at Grovehill
Cemetery on November 23. You
may view it from the church group
Facebook page or YouTube
channel. Please keep Spencer’s
family in your prayers.

2021 Stewardship
Campaign

Members should have received their
2021 Stewardship letter and Time,
Talents & Treasures pledge form in
Continued on page 7

Poinsettias to the Glory of God!

Order beautiful poinsettias, provided by
K & R Greenhouse, for use in the sanctuary this
Christmas season. Single plants with 5-8 blooms are
$12.80 each. Double plants with 12-15 blooms are
$18.80 each. Payment may be made by check mailed to

FPC, 100 E. Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270. Please note
“poinsettia” on your check, made payable to First Presbyterian Church. Or by cash (call to make
arrangements) or through PayPal.

Total number of SINGLE plants ________ at $12.80 each

Total number of DOUBLE plants ________ at $18.80 each

Indicate the NUMBER of single plants of each color you would like:

Indicate the NUMBER of double plants of each color you would like:

Red _______

Burgundy _______

Marble _______ Pink _______
(salmon & white)

White_______

Red Glitter _______
(red & white)

Red _______

Burgundy _______

White_______

Marble _______ Pink _______

Red Glitter _______

(salmon & white)

(red & white)

Who would you like to commemorate with the poinsettia(s)?

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_____________

In memory of___________________________________________

Please indicate the NUMBER of poinsettia(s) you will take
delivery of and/or leave after the Christmas Eve Service:

In honor of_____________________________________________
In celebration of________________________________________
Given by_______________________________________________

I will take _______ (#) poinsettia(s)
Please use ________ (#) poinsettia(s) in the church ministry

Page 4

LOCAL AND OTHER
RESOURCES
Golden Meals: Call 815 626-4442

(Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.)
Hot meals delivered Monday-Thursday.
(With frozen/sack meals for weekends.)

United Way: Will deliver groceries

and restaurant orders. Call 815 441-7456.

Morrison Food Pantry:

Open Thursday mornings, 7:30-9:30
a.m., for curbside pick-up of food and
dry goods.

Sauk Valley Food Bank:

Offers drive-up “pantry day giveaways”
on some Saturdays where food is provided to residents of the Sauk Valley area.
Call 815-626-4556 for details.

Sullivan’s Foods: Tuesday and
Thursdays 7-8:00 a.m. shopping is
reserved for senior citizens and at-risk
individuals. The Morrison location has
also begun online grocery ordering
for curbside pick-up or delivery.
Call 772-4696 or see https://
www.sullivansfoods.net/

Dollar General: Shopping

reserved for seniors during the first hour
of business each day, 8-9:00 a.m.

Local Restaurants:

Some are offering pick-up, curb-side
pick-up and delivery. Call for details.

City News: Keep up on local news
at our city’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/thecityofmorrison

Morrison Hospital: The hospi-

tal’s Facebook page provides information
on new check-in procedures and other
updates: https://www.facebook.com/
Morrison Community Hospital

Whiteside County Senior
Center: The Center is not open for

walk-ins or events but some services are
being provided by phone. Call 815-6229230 and see their Facebook page.

PC(USA): The PC(USA) COVID-19

dedicated webpage adds new information
and resources regularly in many areas:
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/.

Minister’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

the darkness. We need to hope that this
light will guide us to live in the realm
of God’s love. We need to hope that
God can be our center. We need to
hope that love will give us the healing
we need to fully live a balanced life
here on earth. We need hope that our
broken relationships can be healed, that
we can let go of what we need to let go
of, and that we can reprioritize our life
to take hold of only that which truly
matters.
Jesus began his ministry healing.
Jesus began by showing people that
God is present with them, though they
believed that God was distant and inaccessible. Jesus preached the presence
of God. Jesus showed them that God
loved them, and he taught them that
God dwelled within them, and that God
is a shining light. Jesus gave them the
instructions needed to let that light
shine through them so that others
would understand and embrace that
God is indeed present, that God is
indeed love, and that God is indeed
calling us into right relationship with
one another. Jesus taught us that peace
is the way.
Our shining lights are the way to
peace. The darkness keeps us divided
among one another. The darkness
inspires hate. The darkness seeks to
destroy relationships. The darkness
desires to instill misdirection and
mis-prioritization. The darkness
employs confusion, corruption and
chaos. The darkness directs us away
from love and toward greed. But darkness is only the absence of light. The
absence of light is the absence of God.
And God brings healing. God brings
the opportunity of forgiveness. God
brings new life. God brings peace. We
just have to let the light shine in us and
though us, and peace will find its way.
We need to have hope in this. But we
must move beyond hope. Hope brings
us to this point. Faith is where the
movement and growth happens. Faith
is where we embrace God, embrace
God’s love, embrace that we are made
in the image of love, embrace that we
are the light of this world, and embrace
that we can seek peace through forgiveness, and embark upon a new
spiritual life, whenever we find that we
have gone astray.
What joy there is in new life! What
joy there is in peace. What joy there is
in God’s presence. What joy there is in

being a child of God. What joy there is
in balance. What joy there is in living a
true Christian life (not the fake Christian life that we find cheaply boxed on
a shelf in a glamour store, and fed to us
doused in sugar that says love those
who are like you and make you feel
comfortable and condemn the rest).
Despite all the pain and sorrow this
world may inflict upon us, despite all
the trials and tribulations, despite all
the hardships and calamities, we can
live a life of love in which we centered
upon God our Creator, Jesus the Christ
and the Great Holy Spirit, which is
indeed a life filled with pure joy.
It all comes from and it all leads to
love. Love, love, love. Love is all you
need. As we embark upon a new year
in Christianity, let us seek the light.
The light is love. Love comes from
God. God is love. We are made in the
image of God. We are made in the
image of God. We have the ability to
be love. When darkness creeps in,
when our love light fails to shine, we
have the ability to turn it back on, to let
love come back in. We can reengage
our relationship with God. We can
emerge once again in new life as
children of the light. The Holy Spirit
can enter us, heal us, and empower us
to shine, no matter how great the
darkness may be. We will stumble.
We will fall. But the cycle continues.
New life always awaits. God is always
present. God never leaves us. God will
provide the way.
In our life together, we will find
ourselves in what seems to be an
endless night when day will never
come. And when day finally does
come, it may be cloudy and gloomy,
that only fades back into night. But
there is hope, that leads us to the faith;
that the sun shall rise on a clear morning, sooner rather than later. There we
will find ourselves on what is the focus
of Christmas Eve: Jesus Christ—the
center candle of the Advent wreath, the
center of our life, the center of God’s
love that has come to dwell with us
on earth. Christ is the never-ending
promise of God’s love for and devotion
to humanity. That love is the greatest
gift we can give and receive this
Christmas, and every day of our life.
Let us, together, embrace and share
that love, so that we may grow within
it and create heaven on earth.
Merry Christmas,
Grace and Peace,
Mike

..During these difficult days,
Stronghold has been blessed
by the generosity of so many
people...With the addition of
your generous donation of
$1500, the Dixon Challenge
has now raised $40,000 for our ministry. Thank you
so very much. Stronghold would not be able to
withstand the downturn in business if not for this
support. Our faith remains strong, as we continue
serving the Lord and sharing what we have with
others. It is exciting to thank about the future and
where God’s grace is leading us. One day this
pandemic will come to an end. The friends of
Stronghold are what allow us to stay vital and able
to carry on in difficult times. May peace, health and
joy grace each of you, your loved ones and the
congregation.
—Dr. Danny Pierce, Executive Director,
Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center

Sharing Our
Blessings
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Sunday School
Update
We will have one more Sunday School class in
2020, on December 20. Log on to Zoom at 11:15
a.m. for a short class of an opening with
candles, songs, a mission, a Christmas lesson,
and the Lord’s Prayer.
We will be collecting coloring books and puzzle
books for April House for our December
mission. Watch e-mail for details.
If you need the Zoom link for the Sunday
School class, please contact Kellie Kohl at
kohl68@yahoo.com or 815-772-4174.

Although it’s been an extraordinary, challenging
year, the Session thought it important to continue to
support the missions this church has held dear for
many years. In 2020 the following donations were
made from the First Presbyterian Church Mission
funds, general approved budget and through
member donations:


$1500 to the Yucatan Peninsula Mission
(YPM) to support the building of a
school in Leona Vicario, Mexico



$1500 to support the programs of
Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center



$500 to Mission Starfish Haiti to support
a year of education ($360) for Youdelka
Philippe, a 7th grader, and for general
support of the school ($140)



$500 to the Sauk Valley Foodbank



$500 to the Victory Center, Clinton IA,
to support its meals and housing for
the homeless and at risk



$200 to PC (U.S.A.) Special Offerings



$25 to PW Thank Offering

Work to
repair
and
protect
the bell
tower
louvers
is soon
to be
complete!

2nd Sunday of Advent

3rd Sunday of Advent

4th Sunday of Advent

1st Sunday of Christmas

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

27

11:15AM Zoom Sunday School

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

20

11:15AM Annual Congregational
Meeting by Zoom

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

13

10:15AM Live Stream Worship
Service, Facebook group page

6

Sunday

28

21

Newsletter
deadline

6:30PM Session Meeting
By Zoom

10AM Deacons Meeting
by phone

14

7PM Zoom Sunday
School Committee Mtg.

7

Monday

Deadline for
Helping Hands gifts

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

29

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

22

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

15

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

8

9:30AM Bible Study
on Zoom

1

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

11AM Morrison Ministers’
Council Meeting

2

Wednesday

December

Christmas Eve
Office Closed

31

Office Closed

5PM Christmas Eve
Worship Service,
Facebook group page

24

17

5-6PM Free
Drive-up Meal

11AM Finance Team
Meeting, Zoom

10

3

Thursday

25

18

11

4

Christmas Day
Office Closed

Friday

26

19

12

5

Saturday
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

circumstances, except emergency, are
the daycare entrances to be used.
Masks are required in the kitchen and
daycare.

(Continued from page 3)

the mail in mid-November. Please
complete the form and return it to the
church as soon as possible. It helps
the church leadership greatly as they
plan where our dollars are used.
The Finance Team welcomes you to
continue to support your church
through the end of 2020 as well.
Donations or Per capita payments
may be sent to the church (100 E.
Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270) or
you may also make a one-time or
recurring donation by PayPal. See
https://www.firstpres morrison.org/
giving for more information.
If you have any questions regarding
giving or supporting the church,
please contact a Finance Team member: Lynn Knox, Angela Reamer,
Scott Vandermyde or Pastor Mike.
Jean Eggemeyer can answer any
questions you may have about your
giving history and can provide a giving statement at any time. Call 7723510 and leave a message or
e-mail firstpresmorrison@gmail.com

Balcony Guests on Hold

We are pushing pause on Sunday
morning ‘Balcony Guests’ as
COVID-19 is on the rise. There is
no reason for anyone to take any
extra risks. Please, stay home, stay
safe. But when you do have to go
out, please wear masks, social
distance, and utilize curbside
assistance.

Blackhawk Advent Journey

Blackhawk Presbytery is excited
to offer its churches the unique
perspectives of 26 Blackhawk
pastors and lay leaders as they
reflect on the 2020 Advent journey.
Based on the four candles representing “Hope”, “Peace”, “Joy” and
“Love”, each of these volunteers
will be featured in a brief, 4-5
minute video posted to the
Presbytery’s YouTube channel.
A new reflection will be available
every day, from November 29December 25. The organizer of this
project, Rev. Catherine Martin, is

Office Hours Vary
“hopeful that it will bless many of
our congregations in the Presbytery,
as well as give you a bit of a relief
from all that you are being called
to do during this unique time in
history!”

Properties Updates

Due to fall storms, the bell tower
louver project was behind schedule.
However, it is currently being
finished as this newsletter is being
printed. Thank you again to all who
donated toward the project! A new
garbage disposal has been installed
in the kitchen by Pastor Mike and
was paid for by donations from
Mike’s Uncle Roger Selburg (Mike’s
dad’s only sibling) and cousins, in
memory of Mike’s Aunt Tory. Mike
performed a virtual funeral for his
aunt this past October.

Helping Hands

If you’d like to purchase a gift for a
local child in need through the
Helping Hands program, please check
the list of gifts needed online
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0D4FABAF22A1FCC25helping and sign up for one you
would like to purchase. Once you buy
it, please wrap it, put a post-it note on
it indicating what the gift is and the
age of the child it’s for, and call the
church office to make arrangements
for someone to pick it up. Please call
by December 15. Once all the gifts
are collected, Jean will place tags on
the gifts with the children’s names.
Thanks for helping to make a child’s
Christmas brighter.

Church Building Closed

A reminder that the church building is
closed to all but employees and others
deemed by Session to have a pressing
need to enter the building. Under no

There are no set office hours at this
time due to Jean Eggemeyer and
Pastor Mike accommodating online/
hybrid/varying school hours for
their children and other responsibilities. This has been approved by the
Session. Please e-mail firstpres
morrison@gmail.com if you have a
need, or call 772-3510 and leave a
voicemail. Mike or Jean will return
your call.

FPC Cookbooks

There are some FPC “Friends &
Family” cookbooks remaining.
They are $10 each and would make
great Christmas gifts for friends and
family this year! Call Marian
Osborn: 772-2760 to purchase one.

Christmas Joy

Contributions to this Special
Offering will be accepted through
December 24. Donations are distributed equally to the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions
and to support education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools
and colleges. You can give through
FPC or online: presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy.

Presbyterian Giving Catalog

The 2020-21 Presbyterian Giving
Catalog is available at the church.
In it are gifts of farm animals, clean
water systems, education and small
business loans that would greatly
help people in need around the
world. See presbyteraingifts.org,
call 800-872-3283 or call the office
if you would like a print catalog.

Presbytery News

If you would like to receive regular
emails from Blackhawk Presbytery,
please email staff assistant Loreen
Stravers at loreen@blackhawk
Continued on page 8
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Session Elders/
Board of Trustees/
Personnel Committee/
Safety Team/
Stewardship Team
Lynn Knox ’20
Tim Reynolds ’20
Alyssa Sibley ’20*
Rick Barr ’21*
Jim Palmer ’21
Angela Reamer ’21
Lexie Laughlin ’22
Scott Vandermyde ’22
Jan Kelly, Clerk
*Elders and Deacons in their
second consecutive term

Leadership and Staff
Deacons
Doris Robertson ’20
Junee Cortes ’21*
Jan Kelly ’21
Greg Kruse ’21
Marian Osborn ’21*
Mavis Best ’22
Jane James ’22*

Nominating Committee
Ken Mills
Jenn Reynolds
Nancy Shank
Carol Wolf
PW Coordinating Team
Lynn Knox, Moderator
Jane James, Secretary
Angela Reamer,
Treasurer

For December…
Birthdays
12/05
12/06
12/12
12/13
12/18
12/30

Myra Huizenga
Joel Roberts
Kohen Blasdell
Jean Temple
Lisa Sage
Rachel Tucker

Finance Team
Lynn Knox, Angela Reamer,
Scott Vandermyde, Jean
Eggemeyer (ex officio)

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Continued from page 7)

presbytery.org and ask to be added to the presbytery’s email list. There are three main mailings:
1. Blackhawk Connections: this is a regular email
that goes out with loads of information about
what’s going on in our Presbytery and the
denomination.

3. Matthew 25: Mike spearheaded this new
committee for the Presbytery to look at how we
can enable our congregations to best address the
areas of building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic
poverty.

Tom & Karen Genz
Ken & Shirley Mills
Greg Kruse & Susan Davenport

First Presbyterian Church of Morrison IL
100 E. Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270
Phone: 815-772-3510
firstpresmorrison@gmail.com
www.firstpresmorrison.org
www.facebook.com/groups/firstpresmorrison

Youtube Channel: First Presbyterian Church of Morrison, Illinois

Contact Pastor Mike at revselburg@gmail.com

Life Together is published 11 times per year by the
First Presbyterian Church of Morrison IL.
1st Printing: December 1, 2020

Resthave Home
Women’s Auxiliary
Board
Deb Zigler

Staff
Rev. Dr. Mike Selburg, Pastor
Jean Eggemeyer, Office Mngr.
Scott Vandermyde, Organist
Greg Kruse, Jenn Reynolds,
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2. COVID-19 Taskforce Updates: Our presbytery’s
own COVID-19 taskforce sends out an email twice
per month to keep congregations aware of what the
congregations in our presbytery are doing, updates
on current regulations, and ideas for our churches
to contemplate at these times to serve Christ the
best we can.
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12/12
12/15
12/31
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Please Recycle

There are also opportunities twice per month to
join in with others from our presbytery for
roundtable discussion on these topics via Zoom
meetings. The meetings are held the first and third
Thursday of each month, with a rotation of each
topic. There are two time slots each of those
Thursdays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. There will only be
one meeting in December, on the 3rd, which will
focus on structural racism.
More information can also be found at
www.blackhawkpresbyery.org and
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
matthew-25.

