
Life Together… 
Physically Apart, Together in Spirit 

 

As May meanders in, we find humanity in mourning. 
We mourn for what was and is no more. We mourn for 
those who are sick and dying. We mourn for those who 
have died. We mourn for the essential workers who must 
face potential illness and ever-growing stress. We mourn 
for those who have lost their jobs and their businesses, 
either temporarily or permanently. And as the gloom of a 
deep recession looms over us, as the fear of contracting 
and passing on a deadly virus fills us, and as apprehen-
sion, boredom and rebellion set in, a new great division is 
happening within our nation. All the while, spring  
surrounds us with thick green grass, flowering trees,  
spectacular gardens, and the buzzing of new life.  

Here we are, tired of the reality of being in the peak of 
a pandemic. Here we are, desiring to snap our fingers and 
make it go away. Here we are, wanting to go back to 
work, wanting to get the money and products moving and 
to reduce the negative impact of the recession. Here we 
are, fed up with being alone or cooped up in quarantine. 
Here we are, fighting about it all.  

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could control everything? 
What if we had the power of God? We could make every-
thing perfect! Ah, but we do not have that power. What 
we have currently is impatience. Humans are so accus-
tomed to everything happening at a quick pace and at their 
whim, that we don’t know quite how to deal with our  
current reality. Humanity started off really well six weeks 
ago. We came together with one loving mind and prom-
ised to care for each other. But six weeks has been far too 
long for folks to keep it going. Thinking of other people’s 
needs is beginning to fade away. We are moving back into 
selfishness. We are concerned for our own desires. And it 
is endangering us.  

Think about how little humans are making sense right 
now. When there was very little chance of infection in  
mid-March, we all jumped on the bandwagon and quaran-
tined ourselves. Today, we are in the midst of the peak. 
We have just begun to have people dying in our own 
town. It has just started to really infiltrate our community. 
But it is now that we want out of the quarantine. We can’t 
wait any longer. So instead of taking a breath, being  
patient, and waiting out the storm a bit longer, we are  
willing  to go out and get struck by lightning. We’d rather 
risk getting horribly sick, possibly dying, and also quite 
possibly getting others sick, which, in reality, can lead to 
killing others. Hold on, humans! Hold on just a second!!! 
We can weather this out. But we have to do it together.  

I shout in vain. The division has already happened. The 
fighting is already here. It is too late to stop it. The quar-
antines are being lifted, despite what all the health offi-
cials are saying. Instead of taking a little more time and 
investing a little more energy to ensure that reopening our 

country and world will ensure the safety and health of all, 
we are throwing caution to the wind, closing our eyes,  
and stepping off the cliff, and letting whatever happens, 
happen.  

We can all agree that we wish this never happened. We 
can all agree that we don’t want to lose any more money, 
that we don’t want people to be unemployed or see busi-
nesses going under. And we also can all agree that we 
don’t want to get sick or get others sick. And though we 
may be playing it safe on our end, we certainly still don’t 
want to see others get sick and possibly die. But right 
now, we are asking for our cake and to eat it too. Ugh. 
Sigh. Grumble. Blah.  

So let’s look at our reality, outside of our spirituality. 
Life is the most important thing we have, because, without 
life, we’d be dead, and nothing matters any more. So then, 
in our life, the most important part is our health. Without 
our health, we cannot enjoy anything we have in life. All 
the material becomes meaningless. Next comes our rela-
tionships with one another. Without love in our lives, the 
material possessions are also meaningless. The selfish 
child in the corner with his or her own toys eventually 
finds the toys to be no longer be any fun, and they become 
useless.  

In our relationships with one another, what is most  
important is that we help each other have our needs met. 
We need shelter, appropriate clothing to survive the  
elements, food and water that offers the proper nutrition 
for good health, sanitation, medicine and education. There 
is also good argument that transportation is a need.  
Humans can always help other humans to have that. No 
one should ever be without any of those. From there, we 
can add in our wants and desires. We can fill in our lives 
with the bonus of the material which can help us enjoy 
this life.  

Unfortunately, one side today is starting their priorities 
from the other end. And when we do that, it’s really hard 
to ever get beyond the material. When we do this, we rate 
a material value to our essential needs. What type of shel-
ter, clothing, and food do we have? Is it ‘good enough’? 
Priorities begin to meander and get lost. The other side of 
humanity is holding on to the list of priorities that I have 
laid out, and are doing their best to help care for others, 
recognizing that the economy will take care of itself in the 
end but right now we need to take care of the health of all.  

Jesus understood the basic needs of humans. Jesus  
saw the inequality of the world around him, and how ine-
quality has always existed. Jesus knew that humanity has 
the ability to care for one another, no matter the economic 
state. Jesus showed how thousands can be fed with just a 
little. Jesus showed how the sick have the ability to be 
healed if we invest the power to do so. Jesus knew that 
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Church Events 

Live Streaming Services 
With the continued concerns about 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we will 
not meet for services or other 
events in person in May. 
Livestreamed worship services 
will continue from the church  
Facebook group each Sunday at 
10:15 a.m. Go to: https://
ww.facebook.com/groups/
firstpresmorrison. If you don’t 
make it at that time, the post will  
remain up and you can watch it at  
a later time.  
 
You can also call in to listen on the 
phone. Call 712-775-7031. When 
prompted, type in the access code: 
884 611 and then press the pound 
key (#). This will connect you to 
the service (and anyone else who 
has called in). Please put your 
phone on mute, if able. Otherwise, 
everyone can hear your back-
ground noise.  
 
Bulletins for each service are  
e-mailed to members, posted to the 
church Facebook group and  
website and mailed to those with-
out e-mail or who prefer a printed 
copy. If you would like to receive 
a printed copy, please call the  
office and leave a voicemail or  
e-mail Jean at firstpresmorrison 
@gmail.com. 
 

Ministers’ Council  
Prayer Service The Morri-
son Ministers’ Council will be 
hosting a community prayer  
service at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 3, via Facebook. Several  
ministers will lead strategic pray-
ers for our town, in seven different 

spheres of culture: religion,  
education, arts and entertainment, 
family, government, business and 
media. Everyone is invited to  
participate. You can find the link 
via our church’s group Facebook 
page: https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/firstpresmorrison. 
 
 

Bible Study continues at 9:30 
a.m. each Tuesday via Zoom video
-conferencing. To join, go to: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/979711321. All are welcome to 
attend. If prompted, the meeting 
ID is: 979 711 321.  
 

Stewardship Your financial 
giving to the church is very  
important at this time. Our cash- 
on-hand is very low. Checks can 
be mailed to the church (100 E. 
Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270) 
or you may make a one-time or 
recurring contribution using  
Paypal. See https://www.firstpres 
morrison.org/giving for more  
information. Session approved 
submitting a government PPP loan 
application to help cover the costs 
of payroll and utilities during this 
difficult time. We hope to hear 
soon whether or not the loan was 
approved. We have also secured 
pension dues relief for Mike’s  
pension costs for up to three 
months. 
  

Free Community Meals  
Free Community Meals will not  
be offered in the month of May 
while the shelter-in-place order 
continues. 
  

Deacons will meet May 18 at 
10:00 a.m. via Zoom.  

Session will meet May 18 at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  
  

PW Meetings The PW  
Coordinating Team is scheduled to 
meet via phone or Zoom on May 
19 at 10:30 a.m. Lynn Knox will 
be in touch with the committee 
with details.   
 

Newsletter Please get  
information to be included in the 
June Life Together newsletter to 
the office voicemail or e-mail by 
May 21.  
  

Golden Oldies will not meet 
in May.  
  

Pentecost Special  
Offerings The Presbyterian 
Mission Agency Pentecost Offer-
ing helps our youth begin life with 
a strong start—a solid foundation 
of faith formed in the first third of 
life, from childhood through young 
adulthood. Contributions to this 
important fund can be sent to the 
church through May 31. Forty  
percent of the offerings stays with 
our church to be used for local 
missions; 25 percent supports 
young adult volunteers serving in 
communities around the world; 25 
percent supports youth ministries; 
and 10 percent is devoted to chil-
dren at risk to improve education 
and provide safe havens.   
 

Host A Zoom Event 
As we continue to be apart from 
one another, you can still connect 
via phone, but we can also connect 
in group video chat events. If you 
would like to get a group of people 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green  

pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in  

right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  

I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 

with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
      
     —Psalm 23 
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together to see each other as you 
talk via your computer or smart 
phone, we encourage you to do so. 
Zoom is an easy app to use and 
most folks in our church with  
computers are using it now. Mike  
is willing to help you set these 
events up. Just let him know!  
 

CHURCH  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Building Fund The Session  
approved using Building Account 
funds to replace the door leading 
from the church to the daycare  
playground area with a safer, more 
weather-proof steel door. If you 
would like to make a donation to 
this building improvement, or any 
other, please mail funds to the 
church with “Building Fund” noted. 
  

Stronghold Camp  
Stronghold hopes to host summer 
camps this summer. They have  
several scenarios planned out and 
are hoping to make a decision on 
what to do by May 15. See the 
Stronghold website for information: 
www.strongholdcenter.org/
summercamps.html Tiered pricing 
and youth scholarships are availa-

ble! Talk with Pastor Mike if 
you’re interested. 
 

Sunday School The Sunday 
School leaders have been posting 
videos and activities to the FPC 
and UMC Facebook pages for the 
kids. Check them out at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
firstpresmorrison.  
  

COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

Food Pantry The Morrison 
Friends Food Pantry requests that 
churches do not send volunteers to 
help at this time. They have imple-
mented new procedures for the 
time being. They will continue to 
serve on Thursday’s from 7:30 to 
9:30 a.m. It will be a curbside  
service.  
 

2020 Census Remember to  
respond to the 2020 Census so that 
our region gets the funding it 
needs. You should have received a 
mailing with an online link. Visit 
2020census.gov to access and com-
plete the questionnaire. This is how 
towns get money. For more federal 
and state assistance, it is  
important to fill this out!  
 

Vacation Bible School 
Cancelled Morrison Commu-
nity Vacation Bible School,  
originally scheduled for June 15-
19, is cancelled this year due to  
the pandemic. We will be looking 
forward to VBS next summer!  
 

Church Closure A  
reminder that the church building 
is closed to all but employees and 
others deemed by Session to have a 
pressing need to enter the building. 
Session approved this measure at 
its April meeting to protect the 
congregation and employees. 

 

LOCAL AND OTHER 
RESOURCES 
 

Golden Meals: Call 815 626-
4442 (Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m.) Hot meals delivered Monday-
Thursday. (With frozen, sack meal  
options for the weekend.) 
 

United Way: Will deliver groceries 
and restaurant orders. Call 815 441-
7456. 
 

Morrison Food Pantry:  
Remains open Thursday mornings, 7:30-
9:30 a.m., for curbside pick-up of food 
and dry goods. 
 

Sullivan’s Foods: Tuesday and 
Thursdays 7-8:00 a.m. shopping is  
reserved for senior citizens and at-risk 
individuals. The Morrison location has 
also begun online grocery ordering  
for curbside pick-up or delivery.  
Call 772-4696 or see https://
www.sullivansfoods.net/  
 

Dollar General: Shopping  
reserved for seniors during the first hour 
of business each day, 8-9:00 a.m. 
 

Local Restaurants:  
Some are offering pick-up, curb-side  
pick-up and delivery. A list is available on 
the Morrison Chamber of Commerce 
website: http://morrisonchamber.com. 
 

City News: Keep up on local news 
at our city’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/thecityofmorrison 
 

Morrison Community 
Hospital: The hospital’s  
Facebook page provides information on 
new check-in procedures and other  
updates:  https://www.facebook.com/
Morrison Community Hospital 
 

PC(USA): The PC(USA) COVID-19 
dedicated webpage adds new infor-
mation and resources regularly in many 
areas: https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/. 

Marian Osborn recently wel-
comed her newest great grand-
daughter, Amelia Ann Osborn. 
She weighed 9 pounds, 5 oz. and 
was 21 inches long at birth. She is 
the daughter of Alex and  
Cheznee Osborn. 
 
Have news to share? Call or email  
the office: 772-3510 or  
firstpresmorrison@gmail.com 

Many thank yous were received in response to the gift of 

spring flowers to First Presbyterian Church’s senior  

members in April. Thank you to Rev. Mike for the deliveries. 
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there can always be shelter, but some-
times it’s not what we want or expect. 
Jesus also understood that the only 
way that humans are ever going to 
ever be able to truly care for one an-
other is to add spirituality into the mix 
of life, and not just as a side dish. 

Jesus reminded us that God wants 
humans to love one another (ref. 
John 13:34). The way we are able to 
love one another is by putting God at 
our center, even above our own life 
(ref. Matt. 22, Mark 12, & Luke 10). 
When we embrace that God is love 
and that when we abide in love, we 
abide in God, and God abides in us. 
Here we find that there is nothing to 
fear and that God will provide 
through the loving actions we share 
between one another (ref. 1 John 4). 
So when we add spirituality into our 
priorities, and as God = love, then 
love is at the top of our priorities. 
Without love, life is meaningless. 
Without love, nothing matters. We 
must always begin with love and 
then let that filter through all of our 
priorities; both our needs and wants.  

So which side shall you choose? 
The real division is not whether or not 
we need to get folks back to work and 
focus on the economy. That can be 
both selfish and also loving, depend-
ing on how it is done. There are safe 
ways to get back to it. And there are 
ways that are going to make every-
thing worse.  

The real sides are the same as they 
have always been. Both sides say that 
their way is the loving way. But one 
side focuses on self only, with a  
misunderstanding of what love is.  
The other side understands love and  
focuses on loving relationships,  
which includes the self, but includes 
the other, in which the needs, includ-
ing health and safety for all are  
sought after.   

In the end, you must answer this: 
are the choices you are going to make 
based off selfish greed (you have to 
really be honest and open to be able to 
say yes to that…pretty much no one is 
going to admit to that even if they do 
recognize it). Or are you going to put 
love first as you seek to have a 
healthy life in caring relationships 
with others? This will dictate how we 
go back into the world. Will safety 
and health be the top priority or will 
just making a dollar anyway possible 
put health and safety as a low  
priority?  

We need to persevere. This virus is 
doing enough harm. We humans need 
to do whatever we can to minimize 
the harm. Time will tell how much the 
economy mattered, how much quar-
antining mattered, and how we, in 
sum total, cared for each other.  

As we move forward into May, I 
pray for all of us, no matter our bias. I 
pray that we may find the patience we 
need. I pray that our needs may be 
met. I pray for a cure that will make it 
safe to go back out into the world. I 
pray for all of our health: physically, 
mentally and spiritually. There is so 
much more to pray for. In the end, I 
pray that our prayers keep us together, 
bound by love, health, and caring for 
one another. We do not need any 
more division in this world.  

As we are filled with mourning, 
we can find solace in that love heals. 
Mourning is an expression of deep 
sorrow for what was and for the pains 
of others. Love offers new life. Love 
offers the power to get through hard-
ships and pain. Love is the bridge to 
get us through until we are able to 
begin a new chapter, individually and 
collectively.  

In our life together, may we find 
unity in love. May we be reminded of 
the love that Jesus has for us all. May 

we remember and embrace the power 
of the Triune God, who will give us 
all we need to recreate this world if 
we utilize the love we have been 
granted and the earth we have been 
gifted. May we become one in love, 
bringing to all the healing that we  
collectively need! 

Look outside the window. It is 
spring. Open that window. Step out-
side the door. Breathe deep the fresh 
air. Take in the beauty of the  

refreshed earth. Fill yourself with 
the awe of God’s creative power. 
Know that God loves you more than 
you can ever imagine. Receive that 
love, be filled with peace, and hang 
tight. We can get through this,  
together. Let your love light shine!   
 Grace and Peace, 

 Mike  

Pastor Mike Selburg will continue to be on the job and available to minister to people’s needs through the “shelter-in-place order  
period. Contact him by phone or e-mail (revselburg@gmail.com). Also, updates will be posted to the church’s website, 
www.firstpresmorrison.org, and Facebook group page, www.facebook.com/groups/firstpresmorrison. 

Remember in prayer: Those in our community fighting COVID-19, Bob Atherton, Rick Barr, Dan Brandon, 
Rich Glazier, Orville Goodenough, Spencer Knox, Joyce Mathew, Blakelyn Musch and family, Youdelka 
Philippe (MSH), Nancy Rector, Edna Reynolds, Ken Selburg, Cookee Shawver, Jean Slavin, Julie Stinson, 
Dick Vandermyde.   

MAY SCRIPTURE 
READINGS  
  
May 3: Acts 2:42-47 
 Psalm 23 (see page 2) 
 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 John 10:1-10   
  
May 10:  Acts 7:55-160 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 John 14:1-14 
  
May 17:  Acts 17:22-31 
 Psalm 66:8-20 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 John 14:1-14 
  
May 24: Acts 1:6-14 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 John 17:1-11 
  
May 31: Acts 2:1-21 
 Num. 11:24-30 
 Psalm 104:24-24; 35b 
 1 Cor. 12:3b-13 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 John 20:19-23 
 John 7:37-39 
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