
Life Together… 
Physically Apart, Together in Spirit 

 

 
Patience. The Cambridge English 

Dictionary defines ‘patience’ as “the 
ability to wait, or to continue doing 
something despite difficulties, or to 
suffer without complaining or  
becoming annoyed”. Patience.  

Patience is a blessing when one 
finds it. But patience can be difficult 
to find. Patience requires the indi-
vidual, and the community, to real-
ize that they are part of something 
bigger than their own self. Look at 
the definition again and ask what is 
hard about patience—leading us  
toward impatience: What makes it 
difficult to wait? Why do we need it 
now? Is the inability to wait coming 
out of a need or a desire? Why can’t 
we continue to do something despite 
difficulties? What are the obstacles 
in our way and are they possible or 
impossible to overcome, given time? 
What type of pain, fatigue, emotions 
is it causing? Can those be over-
come? What is the suffering we are 
facing? Why does it make us com-
plain? Why do we become annoyed?  

In all these questions, I ask most 
of all: how much is our impatience 
based off selfishness? How much is 
based off our privilege? How much 
is engrained in our culture? How 
much is connected to the reptilian 
‘fight-or-flight’ reactionary and im-
pulsive part of our brain? How much 
is due to immaturity, inexperience, 
ignorance and ineptitude? How 
much is due to lack of training and 
self awareness? How much is due to 
our disconnect with others?  

The early church was impatient. 
They thought Jesus was coming 
back in their lifetime. The leaders 
struggled in understanding that per-
haps Jesus was not coming in their 
lifetime and that, perhaps, the wait 
would continue. Paul addresses this 
in Romans 8:24-28: “For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 
for words. And God, who searches 
the heart, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit inter-
cedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. We know that all things 
work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called  
according to his purpose.” 

Though Paul really thinks that 
Jesus was coming any day, what he 
does have correct is that the Spirit is 
with us. In short, we are humans. 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the 
Triune God that connects us to the 
Trinity. We are imperfect. The Spirit 
is perfect. The Spirit comes to us in 
our imperfection and gives us what 
we need to be connected to the Trin-
ity and to have what we need spirit-
ually in this life.  

The Spirit reminds us to look at 
what Jesus taught us and gives us 
the power to live out those lessons. 
In particular, in regards to patience, 
we are reminded that our life is not 
about just our own self. Rather, our 
life is about connectedness...to our 
own self, to the Triune God, to all 
humanity and all of nature. It is 
about humility and equality. It is 
about using our higher mind, which 
takes time to use and requires us to 
have patience and wisdom. Thus, 
when we have a hope for something, 
and if it is a hope that is to be ful-
filled with help from God, then the 
Holy Spirit will hear our plea, and if 
we are willing to wait for it to hap-
pen in God’s time and in God’s way, 
the Spirit will be with us as our hope 
becomes a reality.  

In Galatians 5:22-23a, we are 
taught: “By contrast, the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.”  

Jesus only addresses patience 
once. In chapter 8 of Luke, large 
crowds finally begin to follow Jesus. 

The first time Jesus addresses them, 
he does so with the Parable of the 
Sower. He explains that the only 
way for us to truly hear and receive 
the Word of God, in which we gain 
the ability to bear fruit, is through 
patience: “But as for that in the good 
soil, these are the ones who, when 
they hear the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bear fruit 
with patient endurance (Luke 8:15).”  

For many in our world today, we 
view patience as a weakness. There 
is a false doctrine being spread that 
could be stated in a bumper sticker 
that would read, “Give Me Freedom. 
That Means Give Me What I Want 
Right Now.” But instantaneous self 
gratification is not the means to free-
dom. Love is the means to freedom. 
Love comes from God. And God is 
love. Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthi-
ans 13:4-8a: “4 Love is patient; love 
is kind; love is not envious or boast-
ful or arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irrita-
ble or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends.” 

We will find love, and we will 
find the correct answers for how  
to live life, though patience. By 
quickly reacting without thinking, 
we are subject to doing much harm. 
But by taking our time, we allow the 
Spirit to be at work so that love may 
intercede, meaning, God will be the 
center of our actions and the fruit 
which they bear.  

In our life together, may we  
seek patience. May we lean on one 
another with love to help overcome 
our difficulties and sufferings. May 
the Holy Spirit be ever present as we 
live in the moment and move into 
our new future. Patience will bear 
love. Love will keep us together. 
Love will get us through.  

   
 Grace and Peace, 
 Mike  

June/July 2020 



The Great Commission 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and  
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,  
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   —Matthew 28:16-20 

Church Events 

Live Streaming Services 
& A Look Beyond Session 
has decided to forgo in-person 
worship services and church activ-
ities through June. The Session 
will revisit this decision at their 
June meeting and decide on next 
steps.  

Do note that if we do open the 
doors for worship sooner, rather 
than later, it is not going to be 
“normal”, and not necessarily 
comfortable. We will be assem-
bling a team to create rules for  
re-entry worship. The general 
guidelines from our denomination 
are: there will be no gathering in the 
narthex; six feet between families 
will always be kept; you will be 
screened upon arrival; you will  
enter the church by yourself, be  
given hand sanitizer, and go straight 
to your assigned seat. Every few 
pews will be closed off, thus, you 
will not sit near anyone unless you 
come with family. You will have to 
wear a mask. We will not be sing-
ing. You will be asked not to talk to  
anyone. Individuals or families will 
leave one by one as instructed by an 
usher and you must leave immedi-
ately after the service with no coffee 
hour, nor will the pastor greet you 
(before or after).  

Honestly, watching the service 
at home sounds nicer than the 
standard church guidelines. Sadly, 
what we once knew as normal is 
not coming back anytime soon. 
Pray for a cure!  
 
Livestreamed worship services 
will continue from the church  
Facebook group each Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. (summer worship time)

Go to: https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/firstpresmorrison.  
 
Services are now available live 
streamed on YouTube as well. 
The church now has a YouTube 
Channel that you can subscribe to. 
Just go to YouTube and search for 
“First Presbyterian Church of  
Morrison, Illinois.” Look for the 
live video. Or click: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcZIobAb6lcNXGA0cbuuVdg 
Please consider subscribing to this 
channel.  
 You can also still dial in by  
calling (712) 775-7031. When 
prompted, type in the passcode:  
281856 followed by #. You do not 
need to state your name. Also, if 
you can, please mute your phone.  
 If you don’t make it at that time, 
the video will remain up and you 
can watch it at a later time.  
 Bulletins for each service are  
e-mailed to members, posted to the 
church Facebook group and  
website and mailed to those with-
out e-mail or who prefer a printed 
copy. If you would like to receive 
a printed copy, please call the  
office and leave a voicemail or  
e-mail Jean at firstpresmorrison 
@gmail.com. 
 
 

Bible Study continues at 9:30 
a.m. each Tuesday via Zoom video
-conferencing. All are welcome to 
attend. Note, starting in June, 

we have a new meeting ID and 
password. To join, go to: https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/71883561879?
pwd=SVpjTDFwZUFEckhjeVB1
RnJMQ0tvUT09 
If prompted: 
Meeting ID: 718 8356 1879 
Password: 5dHpf1 

Stewardship Your financial 
giving to the church is very  
important at this time. Checks can 
be mailed to the church (100 E. 
Lincolnway, Morrison IL 61270) 
or you may make a one-time or 
recurring contribution using  
Paypal. See https://www.firstpres 
morrison.org/giving for more  
information.  

The SBA Paycheck Protection 
Plan Loan we had applied for last 
month was granted. The funds will 
ensure that staff continues to be 
paid their average wages and that 
necessary bills (utilities) are also 
covered for eight weeks (May 8 
through July 3, 2020). When we 
meet the loan requirements and 
submit our paperwork, the loan 
amount will be forgiven.  

Also, we received a grant from 
the PC(USA) Board of Pensions 
that will give us three months 
worth of credits that will cover 
Mike’s pension, medical, and other 
insurances. As this is also covered 
under the PPP, we will begin using 
these credits after July 3.  
 

Host A Zoom Event 
As we continue to be apart from 
one another, you can still connect 
via phone, but we can also connect 
in group video chat events. If you 
would like to get a group of people 
together to see each other as you 
talk via your computer or smart 
phone, we encourage you to do so. 
Zoom is an easy app to use and 
most folks in our church with  
computers are using it now. Mike  
is willing to help you set these 
events up. Just let him know!  
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Free Community Meals  
Free Community Meals will not  
be offered this summer while  
group gathering restrictions  
continue in our state. 
  

Presbytery Meeting The 
June 2 Presbytery Assembly Meet-
ing was scheduled to be held at 
Stronghold. However, it will now 
be a half-day meeting via Zoom. 
Scott Vandermyde will represent 
our congregation.  

 
Deacons will meet June 15 and 
July 20 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. A 
link to the meeting will be sent to 
members. 
 

Session will meet June 15 and 
July 20 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. A 
link to the meeting will be sent to 
members. 
 

PW Meetings The PW  
Coordinating Team will meet via 
phone or Zoom this summer. Lynn 
Knox will be in touch with the  
committee with details.   
 

Newsletter Please get  
information to be included in the 
August Life Together newsletter to 
the office voicemail or e-mail by 
July 23.   
  

Golden Oldies will not meet 
in June or July.  
 

CHURCH  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Free Community Produce 
Table The Session has pondered 
whether or not to offer a Free Com-
munity Produce Table this summer. 
On the one hand, it would be really 
nice to have it going again this year, 
especially considering the extra  
financial constraints people are  
facing. However, it also creates the 
potential of a place for COVID-19 
to spread. Session will make its final 
decision on this at the June meeting.  
 

Lending Library Well, it was 
bad timing to have a lending library 
made. Who could have foreseen all 
of this? We will not be installing the 
new lending library for some time, 
as it creates potential to spread 
COVID-19. We’ll put it up when  
it’s safe to do so.  

 
Stronghold Camp  
Stronghold will not offer summer 
camp this year due to COVID-19. 
However, there is the opportunity to 
tent camp on the grounds and  
volunteer. More opportunities may 
become available as the summer 
progresses.  
 

Sunday School Although the 
Sunday School year did not end as 
many had hoped—with the annual 
celebration in May—the leaders  
and helpers continued to work to 
engage our youth. Our thanks to 
Marlene Ebers, Kathy Forth, Mary 

LOCAL AND OTHER 
RESOURCES 
 

Golden Meals: Call 815 626-4442 
(Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.) 
Hot meals delivered Monday-Thursday. 
(With frozen/sack meals for weekends.) 
 
United Way: Will deliver groceries 
and restaurant orders. Call 815 441-
7456. 
 
Morrison Food Pantry:  
Remains open Thursday mornings, 7:30-
9:30 a.m., for curbside pick-up of food 
and dry goods. 
 

Sullivan’s Foods: Tuesday and 
Thursdays 7-8:00 a.m. shopping is  
reserved for senior citizens and at-risk 
individuals. The Morrison location has 
also begun online grocery ordering  
for curbside pick-up or delivery.  
Call 772-4696 or see https://
www.sullivansfoods.net/  
 

Dollar General: Shopping  
reserved for seniors during the first hour 
of business each day, 8-9:00 a.m. 
 
Local Restaurants:  
Some are offering pick-up, curb-side  
pick-up and delivery. A list is available on 
the Morrison Chamber of Commerce 
website: http://morrisonchamber.com. 
 

City News: Keep up on local news 
at our city’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/thecityofmorrison 
 

Morrison Hospital: The hospi-
tal’s Facebook page provides information 
on new check-in procedures and other  
updates:  https://www.facebook.com/
Morrison Community Hospital 
 

PC(USA): The PC(USA) COVID-19 
dedicated webpage adds new infor-
mation and resources regularly in many 
areas: https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/. 

Continued on page 4 
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Birthdays 
June 
6/2:  Nancy Glazier  
6/10:  Orville Goodenough,  
       Joyce Mathew 
6/21:  Dick Vandermyde  
6/27:  Henry Selburg    
6/29:  Jennifer Reynolds  
 

July 
7/1:  Kari Horack 
7/2:  Chad Huizenga, Jean Slavin 
7/5:  Ella Laughlin 
7/8:  Shanna Hudson 
7/17:  Steven Van Osdol   
7/23:  Kevin Bielema, Ryan 
 Wiersema, Erica Wolf  
7/28:  Glenda Hegwood  
7/31:  Nancy Rector  

Anniversaries 
June 
6/6:  Rich & Nancy Glazier 
 (Ken & Margie Selburg: 
        50 years!) 
6/14:  Larry & Beverly Bealer, 
 Arlyn & Sally Hayen 
6/23:  Mike & Katie Selburg 

July  
7/15: Tim & Jenn Reynolds 
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Jo Gooley, Michelle Goossens, 
Kim Hunter, Kellie Kohl, Kelsie 
Lowery, Carole Patton, Angela 
Reamer, Kelsey Rumfelt, Carol 
Wolf and Deb Zigler for their work 
with and commitment to the chil-
dren all through the 2019-2020 
Sunday School year! 
 

Church Building  
Closure A reminder that the 
church building is closed to all but 
employees and others deemed by 
Session to have a pressing need  
to enter the building. Session  
approved this measure at its April 
meeting to protect the congregation 
and employees. 
 

Pastor Mike & The  
Presbytery Mike has become 
very active again with Blackhawk 
Presbytery as he is moderating a 
special task force called PLOETs 
(Pastoral Leadership Options  
Exploration Team). This team 
meets weekly to address the needs 
of our Presbytery’s congregations 
and is creating alternatives to  

worship, pastoral care and mission 
& ministries for congregations that 
no longer can continue “like they 
used to”. For more information, 
you can check out his latest  
report to the presbytery at  
http://blackhawkpresbytery.org/ 
2020JunePresbyteryMeeting. Mike 
is also now a member of Black-
hawk Presbytery’s Personnel  
Committee.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

2020 Census Remember to  
respond to the 2020 Census so that 
our region gets the funding it 
needs. You should have received a 
mailing with an online link. Visit 
2020census.gov to access and com-
plete the questionnaire. This is how 
towns get money. For more federal 
and state assistance, it is  
important to fill this out!  
 
 

Pastor Mike Selburg will continue 
to be on the job and available to 

minister to people’s needs through 
the “shelter-in-place” order  

period and gradual reopening. 
Contact him by phone or e-mail 
(revselburg@gmail.com). Also, 
updates will be posted to the 

church’s website, 
www.firstpresmorrison.org,  
and Facebook group page, 

www.facebook.com/groups/
firstpresmorrison. 

Remember in prayer: Those in our community fighting COVID-19, 
Bob Atherton, Rick Barr, Dan Brandon, Rich Glazier, Orville  
Goodenough, Spencer Knox, Joyce Mathew, Blakelyn Musch and  
family, Youdelka Philippe (MSH), Nancy Rector, Edna Reynolds, 
Cookee Shawver, Jean Slavin, Julie Stinson, Jean Temple, Dick  
Vandermyde.   

BIBLE STUDY  
EACH TUESDAY 9:30AM 
See page 2 for NEW Zoom link 
 
JUNE SCRIPTURE 
READINGS  
  
June 7: Gen. 1:1-2, 4a 
 Psalm 8 
 2 Cor. 13:11-13 
 Matt. 28:16-20   
  
June 14:  Gen. 18:1-15 
 Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19 
 Rom. 5:1-8 
 Matt. 9:35-10:8 
  
June 21:  Gen. 21:8-21 
 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
 Rom/ 6:1b-11 
 Matt. 10:24-39 
  
June 28: Gen. 22:1-14 
 Psalm 13 
 Rom. 6:12-23 
 Matt. 10:40-42 
  
 

JULY SCRIPTURE 
READINGS  
  
July 5: Gen. 24:34-67 
 Psalm 45:10-17 
 Rom. 7:15-25a 
 Matt. 11:16-19, 25-30 
  
July 12: Gen. 25:19-34 
 Psalm 119:105-112 
 Rom. 8:1-11 
 Matt: 13:1-9, 18-23 
  
July 19: Gen. 28:10-19a 
 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
 Rom. 8:12-25 
 Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 
  
July 26: Gen. 29:15-28 
 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
 Rom. 8:26-39 
 Matt. 13:31-22, 44-52 
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Have news to share? Call or email the office:  
772-3510 or firstpresmorrison@gmail.com 

Congratulations to Kolten Sage and 
Shanna Hudson upon their high school 
graduation. Both graduated with high 
honors and each was selected by their 
class to give a speech at graduation. 
Kolten is off to the University of Louisi-
ana to major in chemical engineering. 
Shanna plans to attend Central  
College in Pella IA and major in  
elementary education. 
 
Congrats also to Mike’s nephew Sam 
Mitvalsky, who has been involved in 

volunteering with our church over 
the years. He’s graduating from  
Bettendorf High School and is off  
to swim for Augustana College in  
the fall.  
 
Cadet Robert Osborn (grandson of 
Marian Osborn) is graduating from 
West Point Academy as a Second 
Lieutenant. Robert also announced 
recently that he and Alysia Amato 
are engaged and will marry in  
summer 2021.  
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