August 2020

Life Together…
Physically Apart, Together in Spirit
August 1st is our fourteenth year
of ministry together at the First Presbyterian Church of Morrison, IL. As
we begin our fifteenth year of serving
Christ together, we find ourselves
venturing into a new world that no
one has experienced before. August is
historically a month at churches to
make final preparations for the
upcoming “new” church year that
coincides with the new school year.
We always look forward to Sunday
School, choir, and children, youth,
family and adult groups reengaging
beginning with Rally Day the week
after Labor Day. We look ahead to
special worship services and coffee
hour celebrations. We contemplate
what missions and ministry to
continue and create, to keep our
congregation involved in serving
Christ to the best of our ability.
All these routine aspects of our
church life involve us coming together
in-person. But this year is different.
This year we must seek to make new
plans as we ponder how to offer our
services to this world while not physically being in contact with one another.
It has now been over four months
of living in the COVID-era. It started
in March, with everyone thinking
there would only be a two- to fourweek interruption in our lives. We
have now come to accept that our
country will not be returning to what
we had considered normal anytime
soon. We are also accepting that many
aspects of what was once normal will
not return. Our world has changed.
We are transitioning. We are trying to
figure out in what ways we desire to
transform. This new era is not only
marked by a frightening disease, but
also with a major movement calling
for our nation to seek equality for all
and to eradicate the perpetuated
injustices engrained in our society.
This time that we are living in
offers a new opportunity for Christians
to contemplate how we are living out
our commitment to being disciples of
Jesus Christ in our individual and
communal lives. In what ways have
we been utilizing our Christianity for

its “fringe benefits” that profit our own
self while neglecting to seek and embrace the knowledge of how our gain is
often the result of other peoples’ loss?
It is difficult for us to recognize how
the gifts of our life are supported by
the oppression of others. Even if we
learn of and accept that there are ills in
this world that we intentionally or
unintentionally perpetuate, we still

need to determine what power and
ability we have, individually and
collectively, to make the necessary
transitions in our life to help transform
the world. It’s easy to want this to
happen. It is very difficult to address
the issues, make the proper fixes and
to help create a new world.
The Presbyterian Church (USA)
meets once every two years at the end
of June for their General Assembly
(GA). Here, an equal representation
of clergy and laity from around the
country meet to contemplate how well
our denomination is doing in serving
Christ and put in major efforts to
make sure we are as “up-to-date” as
possible.
In 2016 and 2018, the GA contemplated creating a movement within our
denomination that focuses on the
Gospel reading of Matthew 25:34-46:
“Then the king will say to those at his
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed

by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly
I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’ Then he
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You
that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; for I was hungry and
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.’ Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not take
care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.’ And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”
In such, the “Matthew 25” initiative
was formed. Our denomination has
been pushing for presbyteries to
encourage local congregations to join
this movement. Blackhawk Presbytery
has been putting an effort into getting
the word out over the past year. In light
of the new era of our world, the necessity for churches to turn to this as their
primary focus is ever-increasing. Our
local governing body, the Session,
unanimously decided at our June 2020
meeting that we would become a
Matthew 25 church, as it matched
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Minister’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

with who we are trying to be as a
congregation and will encourage us to
maintain our focus on being who Christ
calls us to be.
A Matthew 25 church is a congregation committed to focusing on at
least one of three areas: building
congregational vitality; dismantling
structural racism; and eradicating
systemic poverty. Loads of information
about all this can be found at https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/matthew-25/. You are
encouraged to spend time on this web
page to read and watch videos to better
inform yourself on these three areas of
focus and to glean ideas and inspiration about how we can work together
to work toward all three areas.
In July, I asked the Session Elders
and Deacons to begin contemplating
what we can do to further engage in being a Matthew 25 congregation. I believe
our immediate need is to focus on congregation vitality in the COVID-era.
At our July meeting, the Session was
at a 100% consensus that they do not
believe we should change any of what
we have been doing over the last four
months in terms of worship and not
gathering for any reason in-person. The
Session recognizes that our church
members have the ability to gather
together for any reason if they so choose
on their own, but it would not be church
planned or sanctioned. The Session’s
overall concern is for the continued
health and safety of the congregation.
Further, they are not interested in us
having the new standard of in-person
worship. They believe that the awkwardness of the new-style format of
worship, that most churches are adopting, is not for us. They prefer that we
stay with our virtual services until it is
safe for us to gather as-normal-aspossible. They will continue to monitor
the situation of our area and will continue to make decisions on a month-by
-month basis. However, as of our July
meeting, they have determined we will
not meet any earlier than October 4
and, even then, it is unlikely. So…how
do we still be a church in a time when
doing what we were used to doing is
no longer a possibility?
When we focus on congregational
vitality, we need to recognize that this
does not mean we are to focus solely

on our own congregation. To be a vital
church means we have a balance of
being vital to our members and to the
world. A church with a slant too much
for one of those two will find that their
vital signs show debilitating illness.
Thus, we must focus on how to best
reach out to our congregation and our
world and give what we can to meet
our own needs and the needs of those
outside our church walls. We need to
do this in a realistic way that is true to
ourselves and develops our passion for
loving God with our entire being and
our neighbor as our self. If we honestly
are seeking to improve our vitality, we
will strive to be vital to others. In
doing so, we must be willing to take an
in-depth look at our world and to allow
for issues of race and poverty to be
guides in choosing what we do.
I am now asking our entire congregation to begin to contemplate what it
means to be a vital congregation and
how we can best do this in our COVID
-era. What new things could we be doing to reach out to our membership and
keep them together while continuing to
be physically apart? In what ways can
we be reaching out to the world around
us, though we won’t actually be physically with the world around us? In
what ways can we address racism and
poverty? What changes need made?

What do we need to do to transition?
What transformation of our own personal self, our congregation, the local
communities around us, our nation and
our world do we envision? And what,
of all that, do we choose to go after?
In our life together, we can put
Christ at our center, and in serving
Jesus as his disciples, we can transform
this world to be heaven on earth. God
has the power to do this. While God has
given us the free will to make a mess of
the world, God also gives us the ability
to fix what we have done wrong. God
also gives us the ability to create a new
world around us. But the only way it
can happen is when all that we do is
based on love and done for God.
In closing, as we continue to
venture together into the unknown of a
new era, we have each other, in Christ,
to work with and to be supported by.
The impossible can be made possible
with the Holy Spirit guiding us. We
need to put on our thinking caps and
walk boldly, hand in hand, into the
unknown, and create our world to be
the way God has always been calling
us to make it: a world in which all
people love one another.
Grace and Peace,
Mike

Church News & Announcements
Worship Update

At the July Session meeting, the Elders
decided that now the earliest we will
worship in-person would be October 4.
However, they are not optimistic that
we will return in-person. They prefer to
utilize virtual services as opposed to
gathering in-person with the new standard of social restrictions at services
(reservations, no singing, no talking, no
social gathering…). We will continue to
post worship services, which we plan to
continue to do live, on our church’s
Facebook group page: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
firstpresmorrison. The services will be
posted as soon as possible after the
service to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcZIobAb6lcNXGA0cbuuVdg. All
of our past worship services dating
back to Palm Sunday are collected on
our YouTube channel.
We will no longer be offering the

dial-in option, as it does not work well.
Instead, we will be offering to bring
computer-devices to people’s homes
on Sundays if they do not have a
computer/tablet and internet service
nor a smart phone. A few years ago,
we purchased six used Chromebooks
(mini-computer laptops) from the
school district to use for Sunday
School. They have had limited usage
so far and will not be used as long as
we are not gathering in-person. As we
have no more than six family units in
our church who don’t have a way to
watch a worship service, we will use
the Chromebooks to provide a way for
these people to watch the service.
After each service, Katie and Mike
Selburg and Scott Vandermyde will
upload the day’s service to the minilaptops and will deliver them to these
people’s homes or nursing home.
We’ll teach these people how to easily
watch the service. The mini-laptops
Continued on page 3
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will then either be dropped off to the
church or picked up by someone before
the following Sunday. This way we will
guarantee that, minimally, all our
members have the ability to watch
our weekly worship services.

ward to engaging our community as a
Matthew 25 church.

Sunday School Update

Session will meet August 17 via

A survey has been sent out to parents to
help the Sunday School Committee
determine the best way to educate our
children this fall. There is the possibility
for in-person Sunday School (regular
Sunday School with social restrictions);
a no-contact Sunday School which
might include using Zoom and lessons/
projects sent home for at-home learning; or a hybrid of the two. Preliminary
results of the survey show that parents
are most in favor of a no-contact Sunday School, or to simply not have any
form of Sunday School this fall. The
Sunday School Committee will meet
via Zoom on August 11 to determine
what to do for the fall.

Matthew 25

The First Presbyterian Church of
Morrison, IL is now a Matthew 25
church. The background of this is
discussed in the newsletter cover
article. Learn more at https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/matthew-25/. We need you to
start thinking how our congregation can
be the best Matthew 25 church we can
be. Share your ideas with Pastor Mike,
a Session Elder or a Deacon.

Bible Study continues at 9:30

a.m. each Tuesday via Zoom. All are
welcome to attend. To join, go to:
https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/71883561879?pwd=SVpjTDFw
ZUFEckhjeVB1RnJMQ0tvUT09
If prompted:
Meeting ID: 718 8356 1879
Password: 5dHpf1

Stewardship Mid-year state-

ments were mailed to members in midJuly. If “catch-up” contributions are in
order, we welcome you to send them to
the church address (100 E. Lincolnway,
Morrison IL 61270). You may also
make a one-time or recurring donation
by PayPal. See https://www.firstpres
morrison.org/giving for more information. Your support of the church is as
important now as ever as we look for-

Finance Team will meet August

11 via Zoom at 10:30 a.m. A link to the
meeting will be sent to members.
Zoom at 6:30 p.m. A link to the
meeting will be sent to members.

PW Meetings The PW

LOCAL AND OTHER
RESOURCES
Golden Meals: Call 815 626-4442
(Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.)
Hot meals delivered Monday-Thursday.
(With frozen/sack meals for weekends.)

United Way: Will deliver groceries
and restaurant orders. Call 815 4417456.

Coordinating Team will meet via
phone or Zoom this summer. Lynn
Knox will be in touch with the
committee with details.

Morrison Food Pantry:

Newsletter Please get

Sauk Valley Food Bank:

Presbytery Meeting The

Free Community Produce
Table: Available just north of the

information to be included in the
September Life Together newsletter
to the office voicemail or e-mail
(firstpresmorrison@gmail.com) by
August 20.

Remains open Thursday mornings, 7:309:30 a.m., for curbside pick-up of food
and dry goods.

Offers drive-up “pantry day giveaways”
on some Saturdays where food is provided to residents of the Sauk Valley area.
Call 815-626-4556 for details.

next Presbytery Assembly Meeting
will be on September 8. Scott Vandermyde will represent our congregation.

church building while the growing
season lasts.

Golden Oldies will not meet

Thursdays 7-8:00 a.m. shopping is
reserved for senior citizens and at-risk
individuals. The Morrison location has
also begun online grocery ordering
for curbside pick-up or delivery.
Call 772-4696 or see https://
www.sullivansfoods.net/

until further notice.

Free Community Meals
will not be served until larger
gatherings are advisable.

Free Community Produce
Table is available for church members and the community at the corner of
Genesee and Knox Streets. Please leave
any extras your garden produces and/or
take what you can use for your family.
We are looking into building/buying a
more permanent structure as storms
seem to mangle our tents each year.

Stronghold Camp

Stronghold will not offer summer
camp this year. However, there is the
opportunity to tent camp on the
grounds, tour the castle and volunteer.
Day trips are also encouraged for hiking, archery, the high ropes course and
other activities. See the Stronghold
website for all the opportunities available: https://www.strongholdcenter.org/
Continued on page 4

Sullivan’s Foods: Tuesday and

Dollar General: Shopping
reserved for seniors during the first hour
of business each day, 8-9:00 a.m.

Local Restaurants:
Some are offering pick-up, curb-side
pick-up and delivery. Call for details.

City News: Keep up on local news
at our city’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/thecityofmorrison

Morrison Hospital: The hospital’s Facebook page provides information
on new check-in procedures and other
updates: https://www.facebook.com/
Morrison Community Hospital

PC(USA): The PC(USA) COVID-19
dedicated webpage adds new information and resources regularly in many
areas: https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/.

Church Building Closed

A reminder that the church building is
closed to all but employees and others
deemed by Session to have a pressing
need to enter the building. Session
approved this measure at its April
meeting to protect the congregation
and employees. Under no circumstances, except emergency, are the daycare
entrances to be used.

Cookbooks There are a few

FPC “Friends & Family” cookbooks
available for sale for $10. Call Marian
Osborn: 772-2760 to purchase one.

COMMUNITY NEWS

way through four counties. The
parade will start at New Life Lutheran
Church, 702 W. Lynn Boulevard,
Sterling IL, at 8:15 a.m. heading
north, and circle back to that location
by about 3:30. The route and stops
will be posted on the Foundation
website, www.wcfbfoundation.org,
by August 10.
respond to the 2020 Census so that our
region gets the funding it needs. Visit
2020census.gov to access and complete the questionnaire. This is how
towns get money. For more federal
and state assistance, it is important to
fill this out!

Reading BINGO All ages are

invited to play the library’s bookthemed BINGO for the chance to win
a $25 gift card to a local business of
the winner’s choice. The games begin
August 1 and run through August 31.
See http://odellpubliclibrary.com/wp/
odell-bingo to download a bingo card
and instructions.

Tractor Parade

The Whiteside County Farm Bureau
Foundation will host the annual
Tractor Drive on Monday, August
17. Fifty antique tractors—produced
in 1975 or before—will make their

August
Birthdays
8/1:
8/2:
8/13:
8/15:
8/16:
8/21:
8/22:
8/29:

Carol Wolf
Shirley Mills
Jacie Reynolds
Jane James
Leala Reynolds
Ken Mills
Jan Kelly
Robert VanOsdol
Mavis Best

August
Anniversaries
8/10: Spencer & Lynn Knox
8/27: Stan & Ruth Mitick

Thanks to all who have been asking about my dad’s
health and praying for him. Ken successfully completed
his chemotherapy at the beginning of May with flying
colors. In June, his test results showed everything to be
in remission and the doctors are very optimistic that
these lymphoma tumors will not return.
— Mike Selburg

Remember in prayer: Those in our community fighting COVID-19,
Bob Atherton, Rick Barr, Dan Brandon, Rich Glazier, Orville
Goodenough, Glenda Hegwood, Spencer Knox, Joyce Mathew,
Youdelka Philippe (MSH), Nancy Rector, Edna Reynolds, Cookee
Shawver, Jean Slavin, Julie Stinson, Jean Temple, Dick Vandermyde.
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EACH TUESDAY 9:30AM
See page 2 for Zoom link

AUGUST SCRIPTURE
READINGS
Aug. 2:

Gen. 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Rom. 9:1-5
Matt. 14:13-21

Aug. 9:

Gen. 37:1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22,
45b
Rom. 10:5-15
Matt. 14:22-33

2020 Census Remember to

Library Services Odell Public

Library is now open to the public by
appointment only. You may also order
materials for curbside pick-up by
calling the library at 815-772-7323 or
emailing, ask.odell.library@gmail.com.
More information can be found
on the library website: http://
odellpubliclibrary.com/wp/

BIBLE STUDY

Aug. 16: Gen. 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Rom. 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matt. 15 10-28
Aug. 23: Exod. 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Rom. 12:1-8
Matt. 16:13-20
Aug. 30

Exod. 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26,
45c
Rom. 12:9-21
Matt. 16:21-28

Congratulations!
Xavier Angel
Velasco was
born June 10.
Congratulations
to parents,
Kristina Cortes
and Miguel
Velasco, and big
brother Jace!

IN
THE
KNOW

Pastor Mike Selburg
is on the job and
available to minister
to people’s needs at
any time. Contact him by phone or
e-mail (revselburg@gmail.com).
Church and congregational
updates will be e-mailed, posted
to the church’s website,
www.firstpresmorrison.org,
and Facebook group page,
www.facebook.com/groups/
firstpresmorrison.

